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Nature perish, the most beautiful and perfect being,
as philosophers and poets alike complain, the most
perishable. A flower of the most exquisite form-and
colouring grows up from a root, comes to perfection
in weeks or months, and lasts only a few hours or
days. Why should it be otherwise with man ? Why
indeed. But why, also, should it not be otherwise ?
Eeeling and thought are not merely different from
what we call inanimate matter, but are at the oppo-*
site pole of existence, and analogical inference has
little or no validity from the one to the other.
Feeling and thought are much more real than any-
thing else; they are the only things which we directly
know to be real, all things else being merely the
unknown conditions on which these, in our present
state of existence or in some other, depend. All
matter apart from the feelings of sentient beings has
but an hypothetical and unsubstantial existence: it
is a mere assumption to account for our sensations;
itself we do not perceive, we are not conscious of it,
but only of the sensations which we are said to
receive from it: in reality it is a mere name for our
expectation of sensations, or for our belief that we
" can have certain sensations when certain other sensa-
tions give indication of them/ Because these contin-
gent possibilities of sensation sooner or later come to
an end and give place to others, is it implied in this,
that the series of our feelings must itself be broken